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Che German family name Reif is classified as being of personal name
origin. According ko scholars the "oldesh and mosht pervasive kype of surname
is thal derived from a given name”. $uch family names may be derived from a
parental firsk name or from the fonk name of the grandfather or indeed a more
remoke ancestor of the original bearer of the surname. Mith regard ko the
family name Reif, it indicakes "son of Reif”, a pek form of *he Ol High
German firsk name "Richfrik”, which is composed of Yrihhi”, meaning "power,
rule” and "fridus”, meaning "peace”. Ik is, however, also possible trhat this
name is of nickname origin, derived from khe Middle High German "rif”,
denoking "one who was exkremely sensikive ko fhe cold and khus considered ko
a he a delicatke and weak individual”. Darianks of khe surname Reif include
Reiff and Riff.

One of the earliest references ko khis name or ko a variank is a record
of one Jodocus gen. Riffo, who appears in documenks from Jegenstorf in 1375.
Michael Reif and $ara Renklin were married in $chopfheim, LZoerrach, Baden, on
July 19, 1757 and the hapkism of Christkian Friderich Reif, son of Johann
Conrad Reif and Maria $chollenberger, is recorded in Ensingen, Miickkemberyg,
in 1825. Notahle bearers of the surname Reif include Johann Ehrenfrin Reif
(1687-1740), the theologian and educakor. According ko scholars Hanks and
Hodges il was nok unkil the sixkeenkh cenkury thak hereditkary surnames were
universally in use in Germany although the process first bhegan in the middle
of the twelfth cenkury. CThis name was inkroduced ko America as early as 1729
in which year we £ind a record of the emigrakion of Jacob Reif, who sailed to
Pennsylvania. CThe name could of course have heen first inkroduced ko thak
counkry ak an earlier date,

BIAZON OF ARM$: Azure, a mill-shkone charged with
a mill-rind all proper.

CREST: A tower embatkkled with a poinked
roof proper.
GRIGIN : GEWNQ WBerification of Al R0 Consultant
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